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                       Notes From The Directorôs Desk   

                         Dr. C. Eddie Shoffner, Director of Schools   

 

  

We are now entering a very important time in the educational calendars of 

our schools. Attendance becomes a very important issue for both the students 

and faculty. Writing assessment test will be given in less than a month and we 

need days without interruption for our teachers to prepare the students for 

this important time. 

Hopefully, we can now be in school for a long stretch of time without the 

weather being a factor for our attendance. It is always a difficult decision to 

cancel school due to snow but the safety of the children must be the number 

one priority.  While the main roads may be clear, the secondary roads can be 

very slick and hazardous for parents, student drivers, and buses to travel. 

I would like to encourage all teachers and students to make every effort to 

take advantage of this good weather and be at school every day. It is my                    

sincere desire that this year will be the best writing assessment scores in the      

history of Claiborne County. 
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                                             Teach Tennessee 

NASHVILLE  ï The Tennessee Department of Education is proud to announce the expansion of Teach Tennes-

see in 2010 to recruit more teachers in the high-need subject areas of math, science and foreign language. A new 

program, the Teach Tennessee Commissionerôs Fellows program, will augment the existing Teach Tennessee 

Governorôs Fellows program. 

ñItôs always been my goal to expand the program and allow more qualified individuals the life changing opportu-

nity to impact the lives of children in Tennessee,ò Governor Phil Bredesen said. ñThe program has been a great 

success since 2005 and I look forward to watching it grow as more professionals put their skills and experience 

to use in our classrooms.ò 

The new Teach Tennessee Commissionerôs Fellows program will train recent college-graduates who wish to 

teach in high-need subject area in grades 7-12. Fellows will be required to attend a 12-day Institute in East Ten-

nessee in July and additionally must attend eight monthly Saturday sessions through April. 

The Teach Tennessee Governorôs Fellows program continues to recruit mid-career professionals who wish to 

teach in critical subject areas in grades 7-12. The program will train those with five years work experience re-

lated to the high-need subject area they want to teach. Fellows are required to attend a 12-day Institute in Nash-

ville in June. 

ñOur programs remove many of the obstacles standing in the way of a great teaching career,ò Teach Tennessee 

Executive Director Becky Kent said. ñWe can give many people the chance to fulfill their goal of becoming a 

teacher while creating a valuable new pool of teachers for our state.ò 

Both Teach Tennessee programs are currently accepting applications through February 26. For more information, 

visit www.TeachTennessee.org. (Tennessee Department of  Education website) 

http://www.teachtennessee.org/
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Alpha School                                                                                                                                  
Submitted by Trish Irvin and Teresa Ball 

 

Anticipation fills the air of the classroom as the students await the arrival of Tommy Teddy and his traveling 

backpack.  Every Thursday morning the Pre-K students in Mrs. Trishôs class learn about different cultures around 

the world.  A stuffed bear named Tommy Teddy flies in from different places around the world bringing stories, pic-

tures, music, and objects from other countries.  The children enjoy comparing the other country to ours, while they 

sing, dance, make crafts, and cook recipes to enhance their knowledge and appreciation of others around the world.  

Students collect stamps in their passport to remember each country they have visited.  We hope to visit a place for 

each letter of the alphabet! 
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The Family Resource Center  

 

 

Coats for Claiborne County 

Submitted By:  Teresa Tinnel 

     In the month of December The Family Resource Center sponsored a coat drive for the Claiborne County 

community.  The idea behind the drive was to collect new and gently used coats of all sizes and gender.  We 

collected over 200 coats and distributed on a first come first serve condition.  We could not have been success-

ful without contributions from The Alpha School staff and parents, C.H.S. senior class and student council, 

S.M.M.S. for being a drop off area, Spotless Dry Cleaners for their services, and Jody Beason and the other 

employees of Citizens Bank.  We would like to give a special thank you to all the people who contributed, 

supported, and donated to Coats for Claiborne County.  

 

 

 

Family Resource Center Food Drive 

     The Family Resource Center sponsored a food drive in December, and the donated items were given to 

Hunger Ministries of Tazewell, TN.  Hunger Ministries distributed the donated food to a variety of families 

in need in the Claiborne County area.  The Family Resource Center would like to thank The Alpha School 

staff and parents for their donations, Citizens Bank for their donations and being a drop off area, and a special 

thank you to the Claiborne County Retired Teachers Association for their large donation and contributions 

to the food drive.  The donations given by members of the retired teachers contributed to half of the food col-

lected for the food drive.  
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Midway Preschool has been very  

 

Preschool at  Midway                                                                                                       
Submitted by Renee Keith and Teresa Ball 

 

Midway Preschool has been very busy learning about community helpers.  During this unit, we talked about 

what workers in our community do. 

 
 

We have a ñdoctorôs officeò in the dramatic play area and a ñpost officeò in the writing center.          

    

 
 

We had firefighters visit our room to talk about fire safety.  We also got to see the fire trucks and learn about 

how they work! 

        
We also took a field trip to Pizza Inn where we toured the kitchen area to see how the pizzas are made.  After-

ward, the students got to make their own pizzas! 

We have had a lot of fun learning about our community and community helpers! 
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Ellen Myers Elementary School                                                                                       
Submitted by Cynthia Stephens                           

                                                           

 

                                                        A SEASON OF GIVING 

First graders at Ellen Myers viewed a video during the Thanksgiving season about giving, and they discussed 

being thankful for what they have and helping families in need.  The children wanted to have a food drive and 

collect food for a family in their community. They collected over 100 items!  We are so proud of them for be-

ing thoughtful during this busy time of year and for thinking not only of themselves, but of others that may 

need their help. 

Submitted by: Mrs. Tiffany Zimmerman, Mrs. Marilyn Minton, Ms. Teresa Adams, and Mrs. Sabrina Hester 

 

Third graders conducted their third annual food drive for the needy during the week of November 16 ï 25.  

Students contributed by donating a variety of canned goods.  All proceeds were donated to Manna House to 

help struggling families during the holiday season. 

Submitted by Becky Asher, Mitzi Schneider, and Dale Brooks 

 

      RECYCLING       

 

Second, third, and fourth grade science classes participated in the first annual Power-Academic Showcase at 

Lincoln Memorial University.  Students used their imaginations and engineering skills to create answers to 

our societyôs ongoing waste problem.  Projects were displayed in the Education building on campus.  The pro-

gram is scheduled to be an annual event.  Ellen Myers students were proud to be a part of the solution ideas.  

                                                                                                                                                                                
Submitted by:  Judy Ellison, Sandy Hopper, Katelyn Nelson, Becky Asher, and  Aaron Hatfield. 
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